
Understanding Your 

PSAT Scores



Why Are My PSAT 

Scores Important?

Your PSAT scores tell you:
1. What you know

2. What you need to work on to be successful in college

Your PSAT scores are used to predict your future SAT score

Your SAT score is used to help you generate your potential 
college/university application list



Accessing Your Online Portal

� Go to studentscores.collegeboard.org
� Sign in with your username and password



Your Score Dashboard
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Your Score Report

What Will You See?

� Total and Section Scores
� Benchmarks
� Percentiles
� Test Scores
� Subscores



A student who meets the benchmark for 
their grade level is in the green range.

A student who does not meet the 
benchmark for the previous grade level is 
in the red range.

A student who falls between these two 
ranges is in the yellow range.

Using Grade Level and College Readiness Benchmarks



Compare Your Performance to Students Across the US

E.g.: A student whose math percentile rank is 57 scored higher or 
equal to 57% of all students who took the PSAT in the US



How to See Your Test Questions, Answers, and Results

By using the PSAT Portal, you 
can see each individual 
question on the PSAT, your 
answer, the correct answer, 
and the answer explanation.

To find this section, click on the 
“Test Questions” tab, at the 
top of the portal page.



How to See Your Test Questions, Answers, and Results

To see each individual question 
and explanation:
� Click on the test you’d like 

to explore (i.e., reading, 
writing and language, 
math)

� Click on the question 
number

� Click on “View Answer and 
Explanation”

NOTE: You can also search for 
questions based on whether or not 

you answered correctly, and 
question difficulty.



Skills Insight

The PSAT Portal also provides a “Skills Insight” summary, designed to help 
students understand how their scores relate to specific academic skills.

To find this summary, click on the “Skills Insight” tab at the top of the Portal. 



AP Potential

Your PSAT scores can also be an indicator of how well you would perform in AP 
classes in specific subjects.

To find this list of classes, click on the “AP Potential” tab at the top of the Portal.  



Khan Academy

Khan Academy is a free online tool that uses your PSAT information to 
provide you with personalized practice for the SAT.



What Can I Do to Improve My SAT Scores?

PRACTICE

� Review your portal to find out what you need to improve
� Read the questions you answered incorrectly to try and 

understand the skill in the future
� Use Khan Academy to take practice tests and review 

important skills
� Review test taking strategies



Questions?


